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PROGRAM
Lundi/Monday, 27 October 2014

Salle 2, College de France, 11 Place Marcelin Berthelot
9:00 Welcome and Keynote Addresses, chair: Matthew T. Kapstein
Introduction: Jean-Noél Robert
Opening discourse: John Scheid, Professor and Vice-Administrator, College de
France
9:30 Anne-Marie Blondeau, “The Gesar Epic in the Work of R.A. Stein”
10:00 Siddiq Wahid, “The practice and theory of the Ling Gesar”

Salle Claude Lévi-Strauss, 52, rue du Cardinal Lemoine
10:30 Coffee Break/Pause café

An Epic Unfolding, chair: Frangoise Robin, INALCO

11:00 Frantz Grenet, “An Historical Figure at the Origin of Gesar of Phrom: From Késar,
King of Kabul (738-745)—the state of current research”

11:30 Charles Ramble, “Tibet’s Other Epic: A Tentative Investigation of Common
Features in the Gesar Cycle and the Bonpo ¢gZi brjid”

12 Norbu Wangdan, “From Collective Memory to Individual Memory: Three Stages in
the Evolution of the Gesar Epic”

12:30 George FitzHerbert, “Gesar’s Familiars”

1-2:30 Lunch/déjeuner

Salle 2, College de France

The Epic in Space, chair: Geoffrey Samuel

2:30 Estelle Dryland, “Can Culture Transcend Religion? The Muslim Bards of Baltistan”

3 Wang Guoming, “A Comparative Investigation of the Tu and Tibetan Epics”

3:30 Matthew King, “King Gesar in Real and Empty Time: Notes from the Oeuvres of
Sumpa Khenpo, Palden Yéshé, and Zavaa Damdin”

4 Coffee Break/Pause café

4:45 Film: Donagh Coleman, “A Gesar Bard’s Tale”

6:30 conclusion



Mardi/Tuesday, 28 October 2014

Salle 2, College de France
9:30 Introduction: Charles Ramble
Opening discourse: Hubert Bost, President, Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes

Orality and Literacy, chair: Charles Ramble

10:00 Mireille Helffer, The Epic of Gesar: written versions and oral tradition

10:30 Yang Enhong, “The Continuity and Development of the Gesar Oral Tradition in
the Early 21* Century”

Salle Claude Lévi-Strauss
11:00 Coffee Break/Pause café

Epic and Ritual, chair: George FitzHerbert

11:30 Frances Garrett, “Gesar’s Therapeutic Geographies”

12 Gregory Forgues, “Gesar in the rituals and practices of the 19® century Ris med
movement”

12:30 Geoffrey Samuel, “Namkha Drimed Rinpoche and his Gesar Terché: Gesar Ritual
Practice in Western Buddhism”

1-2:30 Lunch/déjeuner

Salle 2, College de France

Twentieth and twenty-first century adaptations, chair Frances Garrett

2:30 Chopa Dondrup, “Alexandra David-Neel’s Superhuman Life of Gesar of Ling”

3:00 Matthew T. Kapstein, “From Epic to Allegory: The Annihilation of Yama in U
3:30 Lama Jabb, “Currents of the Tibetan National Epic in Contemporary Writing”

4:00 Coffee Break/Pausé café
4:45 Film: Iffat Fatima, “The Kesar Saga,” introduced by Siddiq Wahid

6:15 Thanks and conclusion



