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Dear colleagues and friends,  

I’m honoured to invite you to the defence of my PhD thesis, titled Escaping Modernity: 
Lifestyle Migration as Youth Culture in Lhasa.  

Date and time: 10 December 2024 (Tuesday), 11:00 a.m.  
Location: Salle du rez-de-chaussée (ground floor), Maison de l'Asie  
                 22 Av. du Président Wilson 
                 75116 Paris  

The defence will be conducted in English in front of the following jury members: 

Salomé DEBOOS (Professor, Université Lumière Lyon 2), President of the jury, 
Examiner 
Michaela BENSON (Professor, Lancaster University), Rapporteure 
Andrew FISCHER (Professor, Erasmus University Rotterdam), Rapporteur 
Heidi FJELD (Professor, University of Oslo), Examiner 
Charles RAMBLE (Directeur d’études, EPHE-PSL), Thesis supervisor 

Due to limited seating capacity, please contact qiujie.chen@etu.ephe.psl.eu to reserve a 
place by 8 December 2024 (Sunday) if you wish to attend.  

 

 

Abstract: 

Lhasa is the provincial capital of the Tibet Autonomous Region in China. Following the 
rapid expansion of the tourism economy after 2006, some university graduates and young 
white-collar workers from urban China temporarily moved to the city to operate kezhan—
small-scale hostels—in the tourism sector. This thesis examines this phenomenon through 
the theoretical framework of lifestyle migration, highlighting the unique motivations 
behind these journeys. By exploring the history of this community in Lhasa and the 
individual experiences of lifestyle migrants, the thesis argues that lifestyle migration to 
Lhasa is a response to the “project of the self”. It offers a fresh perspective on how these 
young individuals navigate identity, class, gender, and self in the extraordinary city of 
Lhasa, amidst the crises of modernity.  
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