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overview

Whether examining texts or practices, understanding and interpreting always require a thorough
examination tied to the concrete situatedness, i.e., the place, be it tangible or intangible.
However, places are frequently regarded as passive and contextual, perceived as “a
taken-for-granted dimension, a given, a ubiquitous part of everyday existence” (Geertz 1996,
259). While spatial and environmental factors have traditionally been acknowledged in
ethnographies, they have often remained unexamined as active components of analysis. For
women in Tibet and beyond, furthermore, place holds particular significance as people in
marginalized positions are most aware of their “proper place,” often reinforced by mainstream
societal norms. Conversely, individuals in dominant social positions have the privilege of not
being reminded of their place and, therefore, often fail to see its relevance (Wesselius 2010,

2017).

Despite increasing recognition of the diversity within Tibet and Tibetan Studies, the problematic
narrative of “authenticity”—constructed by elites both within and outside the group—continues
to shape discourse. This narrative frequently depicts Tibetans as being caught in the dilemma and
struggle of preserving tradition while adapting to the modern world. Such perspectives have long
been gendered, centering identity representation predominantly on men. In this framing, only
men’s narratives are those in which “individual achievements can stand for nation building” that
holds much more significance in academic discussions, socio-economic transformations and
power discourses (Ebron and Tsing 1995, 396). Therefore, even when studying a non-male
subject in a non-Western culture, such as Tibetan women, the methodology often still excludes

femininity. This exclusion perpetuates hierarchical dichotomies rooted in Western reductionism,



which juxtapose categories such as culture and nature, reason and emotion, or knowledge and

belief (Lloyd 1984).

Since the late 1980s, when Barbara Aziz (1987) called for greater scholarly attention to the lived
realities of Tibetan and Himalayan women, research in this area has expanded significantly.
Notable contributions include works by Gyatso and Havnevik (2005), Fjeld and Hofer (2012),
Schneider and Schrempf (2015), and Melnick (2020). More recently, significant academic events
have furthered this discourse, including the 2022 symposium at the University of Virginia (UVA
2022), the Second Lotsawa workshop organized at Northwestern University (Brailler 2023), and
two international workshops in Paris (EPHE-CRCAO 2023, INALCO 2023). These efforts
collectively enrich our understanding of Tibetan women’s multifaceted experiences, amplifying

voices that were historically overlooked in Tibetan Studies.

Drawing inspiration from the studies carried out by our Tibetologist colleagues worldwide
over the years, we propose a special issue titled “Place Matters: Contextualizing the
Experiences and Agency of Tibetan Women and Women in Tibet”, aimed to study women
both geographically and culturally related to Tibet using a feminist approach while
examining women’s roles in cultural production, social transformation, and political
activism. Building on the academic discussions initiated during the workshop in Paris in
2023, as well as a selection of papers that emerged from that event, we are now seeking
additional contributions to deepen and expand this dialogue by bringing together diverse

perspectives.'

Enlightened by the work of two feminist philosophers and anthropologists Pauline Aucoin and
Janet Wesselius (2017), we situate this discussion at the intersection of feminist and place theory,
examining the relationship of women and the place that they create, (re)construct or simply rely
on. Here, place is conceptualized as both tangible and intangible arenas where women shape and
express their experiences, roles, and creative expressions—whether through physical spaces

where they reside and labor, digital platforms where they connect and articulate their

' The international workshop “Women on the Roof of the World: Identity, Ethnicity, and Modernity” was organized
by Chandra Ehm, Qiujie Chen, and Chang Liu on April 4-5, 2023. The event featured two keynote speeches by

Professor Frangoise Robin (INALCO/IFRAE) and Professor Eric Fassin (Université Paris 8), along with discussions
of eleven selected papers from scholars worldwide. The workshop aimed to foster collaboration and exchange
among early-career researchers with a particular focus on the role of women across the Himalayas.


https://www.crcao.fr/2023/03/24/women-on-the-roof-of-the-world-identity-ethnicity-and-modernity/

perspectives, or the “room of one’s own”—their personal creative sanctuaries. In this special
issue, we regard place as an essential medium that enables women to navigate and negotiate

social, aesthetic, political, religious, and economic terrains.

This issue focuses on contemporary questions surrounding Tibet and beyond, exploring the
dynamic interplay of identity, space, and socio-cultural change. We seek to address questions
such as: What roles do Tibetan women and women in Tibet play in different spatial contexts?
How do these spaces shape and become reshaped by identities in relation to ethnicity, gender,
and culture? As women actively participate in broader socio-economic landscapes, what

challenges do they face, and how do they respond?

Call for Submissions

We invite scholars from various disciplinary perspectives and methodological approaches to
contribute to this discussion. We particularly encourage submissions that envision alternative
herstories and futures for Tibetology, reflecting on how young Tibetologists might engage with
broader academic discourses and experiment with new forms of writing (Gyatso 2015), which
may not adhere strictly to traditional “Tibetan” norms but strive for greater inclusivity that

fosters discussion, reexamination, and further creation.
We welcome, but do not limit, submissions on the following topics:

1. Mobility and displacement: Female agency in migration, place-making, and identity

construction in Tibet and beyond.

2. The dynamic between physical and digital spaces: Women’s

empowerment/disempowerment in online platforms and new digital arenas.

3. Inclusion and exclusion: Tibetan women living in non-Tibetan societies and non-Tibetan
women residing in Tibet. This includes examining their lived experiences, emotional

landscapes, and negotiations of belonging.



4. Feminist interventions in Tibetan studies: Contributions by women
scholars—sociologists, anthropologists, and historians—who introduce more

decentralized and less gender-biased theories and methodologies into Tibetan Studies.

Submission Guidelines

- Abstract submission deadline: March 9, 2025
- Notification of selection: March 16, 2025
- Full paper submission deadline: June 30, 2025

- Special Issue application submission (including all manuscripts): August 31, 2025

Interested scholars should submit a title, an abstract (approximately 500 words, including 3-5

keywords), and a brief bio (no more than 150 words) to Chang Liu (evekhalil1995@gmail.com)

and Qiujie Chen (qgiujie1024@gmail.com) by March 9, 2025. For inquiries, please contact
Chang Liu.

We will review all abstracts and select submissions for inclusion in the special issue proposal,
which will be submitted as a formal proposal to the target journal Asian Ethnology. Authors of
selected abstracts will be invited to submit full manuscripts (maximum 10,000 words, including
notes and references) by June 30, 2025. All manuscripts will undergo a double-blind peer review

process in accordance with the journal’s standard editorial practices.

We look forward to your contributions and to fostering meaningful discussions on this critical

topic.

References:

Aucoin, Pauline. 2017. “Toward an Anthropological Understanding of Space and Place.” In

Place, Space and Hermeneutics Vol. 5. Contributions to Hermeneutics., edited by Bruce


mailto:evekhalil1995@gmail.com
mailto:qiujie1024@gmail.com

B. Janz, 479-492. Cham: Springer International Publishing.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-52214-2.

Aziz, Barbara Nimri. 1987. “Moving Towards a Sociology of Tibet.” The Tibet Journal
12(4): 72-86. http://www.jstor.org/stable/43300269.

Brallier, Joshua. 2023. “Conference Report: The Second Lotsawa Workshop, ‘Celebrating
Buddhist Women’s Voices in the Tibetan Tradition’”. Journal of Tibetan Literature 2

(1):217-27. https://doi.org/10.58371/jt1.2023.57.

EPHE-CRCAO (Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes - Centre de recherche sur les civilisations
de I'Asie orientale), 2023. Women on the Roof of the World: Identity, Ethnicity, and
Modernity. Retrieved February 12, 2025, from

https://www.crcao.fr/2023/03/24/women-on-the-roof-of-the-world-identity-ethnicity-an

d-modernity/

Fjeld, Heidi, and Theresia Hofer. 2012. “Women and Gender in Tibetan Medicine.” Asian
Medicine 6 (2): 175-216. https://doi.org/10.1163/15734218-12341234

Geertz, Clifford. 1996. “Afterward.” In Senses of Place. Eighth paperback printing. School
of American Research Advanced Seminar Series, edited by Steven Feld and Keith H.
Basso, 259-262. Santa Fe, NM: School of American Research Press.

Gyatso, Janet, and Hanna Havnevik, eds. 2005. Women in Tibet. New York: Columbia

University Press.

Gyatso, Janet. 2015. “Beyond Representation and Identity: Opening Ways for Tibetan
Studies.” Transcript of lecture delivered at Wolfson College, Oxford October 22, 2015.

https://www.academia.edu/26717073/ Beyond Representation and Identity Opening

Ways_for_Tibetan_Studies_.

INALCO (Institut national des langues et civilisations orientales), 2023. Charting the
Uncharted World of Tibetan Women Writers Today: An Ongoing Conversation.
Retrieved May 16, 2024,


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-52214-2
http://www.jstor.org/stable/43300269
https://doi.org/10.58371/jtl.2023.57
https://www.crcao.fr/2023/03/24/women-on-the-roof-of-the-world-identity-ethnicity-and-modernity/
https://www.crcao.fr/2023/03/24/women-on-the-roof-of-the-world-identity-ethnicity-and-modernity/
https://doi.org/10.1163/15734218-12341234
https://www.academia.edu/26717073/_Beyond_Representation_and_Identity_Opening_Ways_for_Tibetan_Studies_
https://www.academia.edu/26717073/_Beyond_Representation_and_Identity_Opening_Ways_for_Tibetan_Studies_

fromhttps://www.inalco.fr/sites/default/files/asset/document/tibwomenlit charting abst

racts public final3.pdf.

Lloyd, Genevieve. 1984. The Man of Reason: ‘Male’ and ‘Female’ in Western Philosophy.

Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

Melnick, Alison. 2020. “Beyond the Recovery of Women: The Evolving Study of Gender in
Tibetan Buddhism.” Religion Compass 14 (5): e12287.
https://doi.org/10.1111/rec3.12287.

Schneider, Nicola, and Mona Schrempf. 2015. “Women as Visionaries, Healers and Agents
of Social Transformation in the Himalayas, Tibet and Mongolia (special issue).” Revue

d’Etudes Tibétaines 34.

Tsing, Anna, and Paulla Ebron. 1995. “In Dialogue? Reading Across Minority Discourses.”
In Women Writing Culture, edited by Ruth Behar and Deborah Gordon, 390—411.

Berkeley: University of California Press.

UVA (University of Virginia), 2022. Tibetan Women Writing Symposium. Retrieved May

16, 2024, from https://cgii.virginia.edu/tibetan-women-writing-symposium.

Wesselius, Janet. 2010. “Shared Marginalization and Negotiated Identities.” In Locating the
Past/Discovering the Present: Perspectives on Religion, Culture, and Marginality,
edited by David Gay and Stephen R. Reimer, 149-175. Edmonton: The University of
Alberta Press.

Wesselius, Janet. 2017. “A Woman’s Place: Place-Based Theory, Hermeneutics, and
Feminism.” In Place, Space and Hermeneutics Vol. 5, Contributions to Hermeneutics,

edited by Bruce B. Janz, 479-492. Cham: Springer International Publishing.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-52214-2.


https://www.inalco.fr/sites/default/files/asset/document/tibwomenlit_charting_abstracts_public_final3.pdf
https://www.inalco.fr/sites/default/files/asset/document/tibwomenlit_charting_abstracts_public_final3.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1111/rec3.12287
https://cgii.virginia.edu/tibetan-women-writing-symposium
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-52214-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-52214-2

