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In the late 1950s, China promoted a massive expansion of the education sector to accelerate the 
universalization of schooling, produce a skilled labor force, and construct new socialist citizens. In 
Qinghai, the eastern part of Tibet, the period between 1959 and 1962 marked a decisive break from the 
past and a restructuring of the traditional education model, as the state viewed education as one of the 
most powerful tools for transforming the old order, building a “new” society, and promoting national 
development. Education functioned as a “moral and ideological infrastructure” of frontier governance. 
In Qinghai, this vision manifested in the expansion of literacy campaigns, the large-scale development of 
basic education, and high enrollment of children, adults, and nomads across all forms of schooling, aiming 
at constructing a socialist modernity. Drawing on Qinghai Tibetan News (མཚǑ་ȓོན་བོད་ཡིག་གསར་འǽར།) as a major 

data source, along with other archival documents, this study examines the ideological foundations of 
education and how these policies sought to shape the “new Tibetan citizen” within the historical and 
social context of the region. 

Shamo Thar is is a Visiting Scholar in the Department of International and Transcultural Studies at Columbia 
University and a Postdoctoral Researcher at SOAS (the School of Oriental and African Studies), University of 
London. Her research examines the intersections of international education, education policy, language, and higher 
education, with particular focus on minoritized and Indigenous communities.. 
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