
The ancient Tibetan Empire was a federal and military state composed of a plurality of 
ethnic regions, across which it attempted to gradually establish a uniformity of military 
and administrative units. This presentation aims at clarifying for the first time the dual 
system of rule of the ancient Tibetan Empire and its structure through careful reading 
of documents excavated in Central Asia, in addition to Chinese-language historical 
documents from the Tang Dynasty and classical Tibetan historical texts.

Friday 27 March, 5pm

Annexe d’Ulm du Collège de France 
(3 rue d’Ulm, 75005 Paris), salle de 
conférence.

Contact: quentin.devers@cnrs.fr

The Fundamental Structure of the Tibetan Empire:
Military Organization and Vassal States

Lecture by Kazushi Iwao (Ryukoku University)
The conference will be in English

Kazushi Iwao is a specialist in ancient Tibetan texts at Ryukoku University. He is in Paris 
at the invitation of the Center for Research on East Asian Civilizations (CRCAO-UMR8155), 
in the context of an on-going collaboration with Quentin Devers (CNRS/CRCAO) as part 
of the research program Archaeological Exploration of Ladakh (https://ladakharchaeology.
com/about/ael-programme).
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